Pollen Morphology of the Genus Thottea
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ABSTRACT

Pollen morphology was analyzed lor elucidating taxonome relationships in the genus Thotiea ( Anstolochiaceae) from
the Western Ghats, India. Morphometnie tools such as UPGMA clustering, PCA and PCoA were used lor species
delimetation, and also lor exploring mter-relationshops, Palbynologweally, boat shaped and one aperturate monads placed
the genus very close o the mnalean complex. Qualitanve characters ol the pollen were lound more reliable for
mlragenenc relatonships i Thoeittea. Based on the pollen characterstes, ns dillicult to distmguish £ abrahamii Irom
Ioodinghowi, and T ducharired rom 1D idulddana. Occasional distribution of trchotomosulcate grams made [
pommudianag evolutionarily distinet. The PCoA scatter plot revealed two distinct sub-generic lmeages in fhottea, with

sound mdividuality tor £ barberi. A taxonomic key s proposed lor characteremg fhotiea spp.
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